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5.1 The Human Security Network

The Human Security Network originally grew out of a bilateral arrangement between
Canada and Norway — the "Lyseen" partnership, named for the Norwegian island where the idea
was conceived. The Network now includes participation by over a dozen countries from all
regions of the world. Building on the success achieved through international co-operation on the
landmines campaign, Human Security Network Members seek to apply the same energy and
advocacy to a range of other threats to human security.

Since its establishment in 1999, the Network has promoted international support for UN
efforts to protect civilians, including through two ministerial meetings, in Lyseen, Norway (May
1999), and in Lucerne, Switzerland (May 2000), which included participation by NGO experts
from around the world. Jordan will host the next Ministerial Meeting of the Human Security
Network in Petra in May 2001.

An informal, flexible mechanism, the Human Security Network identifies concrete areas
for collective action. It plays a catalytic role by bringing international attention to new and
emerging issues, for example the challenge of engaging non- state actors, such as armed groups,

in complying with international humanitarian and human rights law.
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5.2 Principles

The following principles emerged from the first Ministerial Meeting of the Human
Security Network in Lyseen, Norway, May 20, 1999.

A commitment to human rights and humanitarian law is the foundation for building
human security. Human security is advanced in every country by protecting and promoting
human rights, the rule of law, democratic governance and democratic structures, a culture of
peace and the peaceful resolution of conflicts.

The international organisations created by states to build a just and peaceful world order,
above all the United Nations, in its role to maintain international peace and security as stated in
the Charter, must serve the security needs of people.

Promoting sustainable human development, through the alleviation of absolute poverty,
providing basic social services for all, and pursuing the goals of people-centred development, is
necessary for building human security. Innovative international approaches will be needed to
address the sources of insecurity, remedy the symptoms and prevent the recurrence of threats

which affect the daily lives of millions of people.

5.3 Approaches

The following approaches were conceptualised at the first Ministerial Meeting of the
Human Security Network in Lyseen, Norway May 20, 1999.

Applying a human security perspective to international problems has the potential to re-
energise political processes aimed at settling conflicts, establishing and securing peace and
promoting development. Pooling the resources of government, the private sector and civil society
enables collective and coordinated efforts to improve the level of human security based on global
solidarity.

International co-operation between like-minded countries, within regions and in
particular within the United Nations, is essential to increasing the focus on human security. This
should include international financial institutions which greatly affect the daily lives of people in

a world of increasing interdependence.
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The aim to improve the security of people is widely shared; but the threats to human
security experienced in different regions of the world differ, as do the resources available to
address those threats. Accordingly, a flexible framework of cooperation is required, taking their
priorities into account. Using such a framework will facilitate co-operation between like-minded
countries on concrete actions to promote human security. An agenda will evolve as new human
security challenges are identified and new responses by the international community are

proposed.

5.4 Commitments

The following commitments were affirmed at the second Ministerial Meeting of the
Human Security Network in Lucerne, Switzerland, May 11-12, 2000.

Ministers and representatives of the Network reaffirmed their commitment to
strengthening human security with a view to creating a more humane world where people can live
in security and dignity, free from want and fear, and with equal opportunities to fully develop
their human potential.

In pursuing this vision, Human Security Network members committed themselves to
working together and individually to combat poverty and to contribute to sustainable human
development. In particular, they committed themselves to working towards the improvement of
the well being of all peoples by achieving sustained and broad-based income growth which
requires, among others, investment in health and education. Ministers and representatives
undertook to promote respect for human rights and international humanitarian law, and to
strengthen the rule of law and good governance. They recognised the need to foster a culture of
peace, including the peaceful resolution of conflicts, to control the instruments of violence and to
end impunity in case of violations of human rights and international humanitarian law.

Ministers and representatives recognised that threats to human security differ from one
region of the world to another, as do available resources to meet these threats. Human Security
Network governments would work to build, over time, a growing consensus on human security at
the global level, and, at the same time, would promote regional approaches and flexible
frameworks for co-operation. They emphasised the importance of an inclusive and transparent

approach.
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International co-operation amongst like-minded states and the broader community of
state and non-state actors is essential for building human security. For this reason, Ministers and
representatives proposed that the Network deepen its informal contacts with interested States and
NGOs, and promote further sustained consideration of human security issues in international and
regional fora, in particular the UN, as well as within the framework of international financial
institutions. In so doing, they fully recognised that pooling resources from all sources,
government, private sector and civil society is crucial for their collective and co-ordinated efforts

to achieve the well being as well as safety and security of all the peoples.

5.5 Civil society

Civil society's vital role in pursuing human security objectives was recognized at the
second Ministerial Meeting of the Human Security Network in Lucerne, Switzerland, May 11-12,
2000.

Ministers and representatives stressed the crucial role of NGOs as key non-state actors
partners in developing, advocating, building and implementing human security. They recognized
the invaluable expertise, energy and commitment devoted by NGOs to progress across a range of
key issues relevant to the security of people - from small arms, to war-affected children, to
landmines, to the promotion of the International Criminal Court. Recognising these contributions,
they undertook to work nationally and in international fora to promote greater engagement,

inclusivity and transparency between governments and civil society on human security issues.



