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Abstract

The objectives of this research are focusing on the situation of the problems, meaning,
types of violence in children and youth and factors which influence the behaviour of children and
youth. In this connection, key factors to be emphasized are based on society and culture which
has involved with children and youth’s violence. The methodology is based on qualitative and
quantitative approaches by using 30 cases of communities and secondary schools at district level
from 30 districts, 8 provinces in 4 regions, be they —1) Northern region : Chiangmai, Prae 2)
Northeastern region : Khonkaen, and Chaiyapum 3) Southern region : Surat Thani, and Songkhla
4) Central region : Kanchanaburi and Chachoengsao., and Bangkok. The data analysis is
conducted by using the community-based study approach and in-depth interviewing with children
and youth, about 20 cases from selected communities, totaling 1,105 cases. Meanwhile, those
number from secondary schools at district level are totaling 2,897 cases from 30 schools.

The study found that violence in children and youth can be classified in various types
of behaviour for instance; observer, doer and victim. Violence has enshrined in the daily life of
children and youth as it is normal thing. Violence appears in all dimension of their lives, at all
times by seeing violence at home, being beaten at home, seeing or being beaten while going to
school, in front of school, near by school, at school, among friends, at bus station, feast or
festival.

This study has found many types of violence—be they threatening, extortion,
harassment, beating, punching, kicking between individual and among group, sexual harassment
and sexual violence. The seriousness of violence exposed by children and youth are as follows:
30.4% used to hit others within the last 3 months, 22.4% used to involve in group quarrel, 21.4%
used to throw things to others, 18% used to threat friends by words or weapon, and 15% used to
injure others from fighting.

Variable factors which relate to violence show that male has related to violence
significantly in terms of statistic at p<.05. Variable factor at the family level shows that experience
by having seen father beating mother relates to violence significantly in terms of statistic at p<.05.
While variable factors which relate to friends show that negative suggestion by friends, i.e.,

alcohol drinking, gambling and quarrel, has related to violence exposed by children and youth



significantly in terms of statistic at p<.05. Variable factor which is victim who used to be beaten,
hit or sexual harassed shows that it has related to violence exposed by children and youth in the
later age. This study also found that violence is enshrined both in male and female. However,
male tend to expose violence double more than female. Violence exposed by female has related to
having friends with negative behaviour , and violence experience at home and at school.

Qualitative data shows that violence in children and youth has been normalized.
Definition of violence in children and youth is seen by eyes and perceived by its negative impact.
It also relates to the development of children and youth. In this connection, society tends to accept
and tolerate to the phenomenon of violence in children and youth. This violence appears and
disappears while growing and transforms itself to be a doer and victim with clear impact.
Seriousness of violence, therefore, has been minimized and people are unaware of violence
which is happening in our daily life, ignoring violence which affects mentality, fear and unsecured
feeling in society. In the view of children and youth, violence has meaning as a symbol both to
individual and to group and society. Violence reflects identity of male, maturity and leadership
and being accepted by group of society which is significant to nature of children and youth.

Violence is grouping, classified specifically for group by using the standard of
conservative society with the expectation of society to children and youth. Violence therefore is
regarded as issue of children and youth, for instance, disobeyed children, missing-class and
aggressive student. Violence is set up and managed with biased opinion. Violence is managed
based on the principle of “ changing” which is belonged to the adult approach and our standard. In
the meanwhile, if it is unmanageable , the approach will be changed to * discard” the problem to
stay with this group of people.

This research has some recommendations to reconstruct understanding of violence in
children and youth. Violence is not individual issue, but exists at social structure and cultural
approach. To solve the violence in children and youth, it needs the integrated orientation approach
with people participation. Building core groups who really understand violence, training, and
working with youth at local administrative and provincial level are priority measures which need

to be undertaken.
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