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Abstract

The study of rehabilitation approach for Tsunami victims’ ways of life is
conducted to 1) examine the opinions toward the impact of Tsunami on the victims’
ways of life, 2) examine the rehabilitation approach for Tsunami victims’ ways of life,
and 3) examine the characteristics of formal and informal supporting networks of
the relevant organizations.

The study was conducted in the 6 provinces affected by Tsunami including Krabi,
Pang-Nga, Phuket, Ranong, Trang, and Satool provinces. One Tsunami-affected village
in each province was purposively selected. These villages included 1) Koh Pee
Pee Village, Pranang Sub-District, Maung Disctrict, Krabi Province, 2) Prutiew Village,
Bangnaisee Sub-District, Takua-Pa District, Pang-Nga Provicne, 3) Kamala Village,
Moo 3, Kamala Sub-District, Kratoo District, Phuket Province, 4) Talay-Nok Village,
Moo 1, Kumpuan Sub-District, Sook Sumran District, Ranong Province, 5), Koh-Mook
Village, Libong Sub-District, Kantang District, Trang Province, and 6) Rawai Village,
Khonklan Sub-District, Toongwha District, Satool Province.

This study used both quantitative and qualitative research. In the quantitative
research, structured questionnaires were used to interview the Tsunami victims. The
qualitative study was conducted through a semi-structured in-depth interview with the
executives or staffs of the relevant organizations and community leaders. The study
revealed the following results.

1. The impact of Tsunami on the victims’ ways of life. In addition to the impact on
human life and property, the Tsunami has had both positive and negative impacts on
economy, in terms of tourism revenue and other economic aspects. A major impact has
also occurred with the ways of life. The social structure has been dramatically changed.
Before the Tsunami, the community members helped each other, had close relationships
and harmony. However, after the Tsunami, the harmony in the community has decreased
while the conflict has increased because the benefits from outside assistance were not

evenly distributed. The community leaders’ groups or relatives tended to receive more



benefits. In addition, the perception of life security and confidence in the community
future has also decreased. After the Tsunami, there have been more group formations
but mostly for the purpose of receiving the assistance benefits. In terms of physical
and psychological impacts, at the beginning, the victims were depressed, sad, scared,
stressed, suspicious, anxious and had bad dreams to a high extent. However, after a year
went by, these feelings, although still existing, have reduced to a moderate extent.

2. The rehabilitation approach for Tsunami victims’ ways of life in the 6 provinces.
A support for job formations should be the top priority, followed by the environmental
development, landscape improvement, the risk management of community disaster,
ecotourism management, community building and the psychological rehabilitation for the
victims.

3. The characteristics of formal and informal supporting network. The results
indicated that formal supporting network should come from various organizations according
to their relevant roles and statuses. There should be a cooperation and coordination
between the relevant organizations and local people. Informal supporting
network should focus on the relationships among people in the community and establish
the network to help each other by not only waiting for the assistance from various
organizations. The informal network should primarily emphasize the participation from local
people in the community. The victims who were the study participants offered and promised

to be the network of the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security.
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