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Population Aging in Thailand, 2014
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Demographic transition in Thailand: At the beginning of the Rattanakosin Era (in 1782), only 4 million people were estimated to be residing in Siam. The first
population census covering the whole kingdom of Siam was conducted in 1910 in the reign of King Chulalongkor; it counted a population of 8 million. The 11" census
in 2010 enumerated a total of 65.9 people classified as Thai and 2.1 million non-Thai. In 2014, it is estimated that there are 64.8 people residing in Thailand (not including
cross-border migrants). The population growth rate of 0.5% is declining and may have a negative sign in 15 years. The Thai population will peak at 66.5 million before
beginning to decline.

Aging of the Thai population: Population aging in Thailand is a result of the declining fertility and longer life expectancy. The population aged 60 years and over
will approach 10 million (15.3% of the total population) in 2014 and will reach 19 million (29% of the total population) by 2034.

Degree of population aging: Aging Index (Al) = (no.of population aged 60 and over / no.of population aged under 15) x 100.

The degree of population aging in a population can be measured by the Aging Index (Al). An Al below 100 means that the size of the population aged 60 years and
over is less than that of children aged under 15 years. An Al above 100 means that the number of elderly aged 60 years and over is greater than the number of
children aged under 15 years.
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